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THE THING 
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N IDIOTIC KINS, A STRANGE CLOCK, AND AH UNIHVITBO GUEST... THESE ARB THE INGREDIENT* 
TO A 9USPBNSBFUL EPISODE IN THE HISTORY OF THE SMALL COUNTRY OF HIPPOTAMIA... 
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THE THING 



JfUCRCD OemHUtID LOM DEVASTATEV TUE COUNTRY OFWFWTA Mi A. 

NOTHING HAD EVER BEEN SO FATAL fINO HIDEOUS. THERE WAS BLEEOIH6 

from the eves and mouth, the entire sEiiuae imteo one half- 
hour... THEN THE VICTIM DIED. WHOLE TOWNS WERE SAVAGED 
BVTHIS TERRIBLE PL ASUS..' 



ffHE VICTIMS DROPPED LIKE PLIES... THEIR 
* BODIES COVERED WITH RED WELTS AND VERY 
BED BLOOD— 




THE THING 




{$UENTHE 
KINGDOM 

BECAME 

DEPLETED 
OF HALF 
OF ITS 
POPULATION,'' 
THE KING 

THEN 
BE6*N TO 
WORRY... 





E7he GUARDS BARRED AND BOLTED EVERY 
""EXIT OF KING GEORGE* CASTLE SO NO ONE 
COULD ENTER OR L SAVE — 





THE THING 



i Wet W»/ THOSE WOR 
., THEY MUST TAKE 
OF THEMSELVES.' 




pW/Off THE WALL* OF THE CASTLE WAS THE KING. 
'AND HIS COHORTS REVELED- WITHOUT FEAR 
OF THeRED DEATH— 




MbwARD THE CLOSE OF ANOTHER WEEK OF SECLUSION 
^THE LORDS AND LADIES STILLMADE MERRY— WHILE 
OUTSIDE THE CASTLE WALLS THE PLAGUE STILL RASED- 





T RUE-THAT WOULD BE 
M05T APPROPRIATE BUT 
HOW CAN WE SET THE 
TIME AMD RAY... WE 
HAVEHTACLOCKOR 
CALENDAR IN THE 
ENTIRE CASTLE. 



RKT YOUR MIND 
OH, KING. YCU CAM 
<ET THE TIME 
AND PATE.. I WILL 
A«URE YOU YOUR 
CALENDAR CLOCK 
WILLIE 6 ACKIW 
ITS PLACE INTWO 
HOURS' 



S^/E JESTER WTHTHEAIDOFA TRUSTED SERVANT SNEAKED 

OUT OF TUECAiTLE ' UNNOTICED AND FETCHED THE REPAIRED TIME- 
PIECE... BUT HAD TO STOP FOR A FEW MOMENTS TO REST THEIR 
WEARY BONES... THE CLOCK WAS BIG AND HEAVY... 



LET'S GET ON 
WITH THIS 
CLOCK. THIS 
GRAVEYARD 
GIVES ME THE 
SHIVERS.' J* 



WE ARE JUST 
A FEW PACES 
PROM THE, 
CASTLE.' 




THE THING 




C^ the h err 
NICHT TUB 

MASHED 
BALL )NAS 
HELD... 
NO ONE 
THOUGHT 
OF TUB 
STRAN6E 
MARBLE CLOCK 
OH OF THE 
RED DEATH L. 
BUT IT WAS 
COMING 
VggV CLOSE- 




WHAT'S COMING OUT \ 
THE CLOCK ? 




THE THING 





fta STRAN6ER DISAPPEARED AND THE LIFE OF THE 
MARBLE CLOCK WENT OUT WITH THE KING. DARKNEfi 
DECAY AND TUB RED DEATH RULED NIPPOTAMIA , FOREVER. 




THE THING 
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f/^'J TUBMaTAOO* 

kvfjr tvwose swrtfi 

TM BUMS. AND HI& 
HIS CHEATEST 
IBCftET... 



&Ome swiftly now to the villa of san gabriel, 
"in rue mantes country of spain... over the cooBleo 

PATH TO THE STALL* OF THE BULLS- BUT, SHHfOUP. HERO 

f LUMBERS... WE IHUST ADVANCE QUIETLV, LEST WE DISTURB 
THE SlfEPlNC BEAUTY... BUT WHAT IS THIS- * 



OIE60! 



St.. «NOR 

EL MATADOR; 



b&. 



%' 



HOW MAW TIMES HAVE! ^ BUT, SENOR-. HE HAS NO 
TOLP VOU THIS PARTICULAR MOTHER, NO FATHER- SUREW 
INFANT MUST NOT flfi*/.- / HE MUST SLEEP SOMEWUERE..-| 
LOWED TO SLEEP WITH .X. AND BESIOES, HE LOVES THE 



THE BULLS? 



BULLS... 



■. 



>K. 



ft 



FOOL.' DO YOU TMIMK I WANT IT 5A1D WE 
BREED MONSTROSITIES IN MY MANGER? 
, HAVE V*?U NO EYES, THAT YOU OO NOT 
..SEE THIS lf?Tt£P/tf IS GROWING 

HORNS 7 



THE THING 




HO... WHAT YOU 
SAY 1$ TRUE- 
WHEN HE GROW*. 
THEHORNJOFA 

BULL ON HIS 



I'M GLAD YOU «E, DIESO—HOW AWAKEN 
I THE BEAST AND SEE THAT HE NEVER SETJ 



NOTHING TO DO WITH A DEMON? 




BUT WHY ARE YOU CRYING 
AND WHY MU*T I LEAVE?! 
AM SO HAPRV HERE— AM 
I NEVER TO SEE MY FRIENP*. 
THE BULLS, AGAIN? 




the pays 

' PASSED.. 
• A HOMELESS 
YOUNO ORPHAN 
WALHEP THE 
STREETS OF 
THE SPANISH 
VUIA6ES— 
BemiENDINS 
MANY... 
ALWAYS TURNED 
ASAINST.BUT 
HEVE&KNOIV- 
/N6 WHY— 






THE THING 



THE SENOE WA* LO0KIN6 AT THE TOR ] 
OF MV HEAP WHEN ME LAUGHED AT ME— 
HE LOOKED AT THUS... SHOULDN'T 
BC... BUT PURELY, UNDER HI* 
SOMBRERO, HI* ARE MUCH 
BETTER THAN MINE.' 






AM/AM/ HEY.. \ AND LOOK AT MM 
COME SEE THE | UGLY FACE— THE 
CHILD WITH / FACE AND HORW4., 

^£AL HORNfOsv OF A BULL/ 



TELL ME, LITTLE ONI, 
WHY ARE YOU SO 
FUNNY? WHAT ARE 
YOU CALLED? 





§&ITH TUB BITTER TEARS OF RESENTMENT AND HUMILIATION 
mw FLOMN6 DOWN HIS U6LV FACE, VOUNG TOMAS HERNADEZ 
BROKE AWAY FROM THE EXCITEP CROWPS--ANP FLEO TOTHEHIUS, 




•Jp" 



DAYS AND BROODED- ■ 



. THE THING __ 



THEY LAUGHEO AT MK—THEY SAIP I 
HAD THE HORN* OF A BULL ON N\V 
HEAP.- 1 MIKT COVER THESE 7WSK0 
AND NBVSR LET A»WOME «EE THBM 
ANYMORE.' 



1 CAM COVER THE HORN* EVEN THOUGH TWO 
GROW LONGER WITH T\ME, BUT I CANNOT 
WOE THIS UGLY FACE... ALWAYS THEY LAUGH 
f X LOOK LIKE THE BULL .' I HATE THAT 





HEY,THERE..SENORBULL.'I 
THINK IT WOULD BE A FUNNN 
THING IF YOU WOULP BE A 
NATA0OR...THEN BULL MEET* 
BULL, HUH? HA-HA! LOOK 
AT THAT FACE.' 



PLEASE, SEMOR.. PO NOT KILL MC / 1 ONLV 
MEANT YOU WOULD EARN ENOUGH PESO* 
SLAYING THE BULLS SO THAT VOU COULP 
GO TO A PLASTK SURGEON IN MADRID 

TO MOLO YOUR FACE INTO THE HAMO- 

•SOMEST OF CABALLBROS/ 



NO.' NO.' IT 16 TRUE/ INMAPRlO A 
pOCTOR CAN MAKE EVEN THE UGLIEST 
f ACE INTO ANY SHAPE FOR A HUGE -SUM 
0*P«*O*~YOU PONTMAVETOLOOKUKEA 
BULL ANYMORE- 





THE THINC 



mm scream of the 

DYIH6 PEON WAS 
fOON REPLACED 
BVTHEXREAMS 
OF HUNDREDS OF 
people as a en AVE 
NEW MATADOR 

WHO LOOKED 
MORE LIKE THE 
BULL THAN THE 
BULL ITSELF... 
BESTED BEAST 
AFTER BEAST-. 




/l\ NO SOON IN MADRID... A FEW INQUIRIES ARE MADE- A 
«W FEW ANSWERS GIVEH—AND— 



I tm, <ENOR HERNANDEZ. 
5UCH AN OPSRATKJN Vi NOT 
IWPOW&IE— IN FACT I AM 
ALMOST PDSITNE I CAN6NE 
YOU THE HANDSOME FACE 
YOU \NOU(RE ABOUT/ r 




'<■»..•' v - THE THING 

*/«f OPERATION COMPLETE, TOM A* HEPN6HDEZ If 



FOtKSO TO SPEND THE x FOLLOWING WEEKS WITH HH 
FACM COMALETEVf 0AN OA 6SD.. UNTIL one DAY... 




/•W SO, OUR HERO BEGAN A NEW LIFE IN A NEW VULASE. 

*+> AND HI* HANOSOMe FACE IMMEDIATELY 0ESOT HIM 

MANY APMIRINO FRIENDS... AND OF COURSE..SENORITAS... 




[NO HE WAS ENCOURAGED TO MAKE SOMETHIN& 
OUT OF HIMSELF... 
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' -.INTR00UCIN6 A NEW MATAPOff, 

WH06E -SKILL WITH THE 4WORP 
*URPA**I* ALL WE WAVE -SEEM 
J~-5BMOR TOMftS HeRNANOKX' 
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THE THING 




WeS, UNORITA INEZ fAWMUCUOF TUE 
W HANDSOME TOMAS HERNANDEZ AFTER 
THEIR FIRST FLIRTATIOUS MEETING... IN 
FACT, SOON AFTER THAT THEY DECIDED TO 
BECOME MAN AND WIFE—' HE WITH HIS 
6000 LOOKS. AND WE WITH HER 
WEALTH AND PRESTI6E-. 



UEIP ADORATION WA5 THE TALK OF SPANISH SOCIETY... 





THE THING 



NO? I HAVE TAKEN A ^OLEWN 
OATH THAT I WOULD NEVER 
REMOVE THJ4 CLOTH UNTIL- 
WELL, IT « WV SECRET, INEZ., j 
LeAVE IT A* *UCH.» 



a-? you wt<H» 

PARLIN6-.Y0U 
HEEDNT FROWN 
AT W\E .' 




WoMAS WASN'T AS HAPPY AS HE HOPED TO BE.' EVEN THOU6H He 
' MADE A PRETENSE Of BEING CARE-FREE, THE HORNS WtRS STILL 
ON HIS HEAO- HORNS THAT INEZ, OR ANY 61 RL WOULDNT UHOeeflAMQ 



JUTFORHIS BURNING LOVE FOR INEZ, TOMAS 
THREW CAUTION TO THE WINDS~ 




YOUR FATHER <PEAK< OF 
■*ECURITV BEFORE HE WILL 
GIVE YCH IN MARRIA6E..- 
THKNTRLL MJUR FATHER 
I HAVE ENTERED THE. 
GRAND BULLFIGHT.. WITH 
MORS THAN ENOUGH 
*BCURITV TO BE EARN 
FOR ANVMARRVA6 




9PHUS ONCE A6AIN, TOM AS HERNANDEZ WAS 10 FACt TUg CHfE* 
*7A* CROWDS OF THE BULLFIGHT ARENA. AS TUB COLORFUL 
PROCESSION ENTWRED THE ARENA, HE HEARD THE PUBLIC 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS PEN DIN 6 MARRIAGE TO THE BEAUTIFUL 
SENORITA INEZ, AND Hit HEART SWELLgO WITH PRIDE.. 

Kill ' ■» »H/ 




, HERE WAS APPLAUSE AND CHEWS- AND 
*LOOKIN6UPFR0M THE ARENA INTO HIS BELOVEDS 
SWEET FACE, TOMAS WAS EVER GRATEFUL FOR 

HIS NEW FEATURES... HIS NEW LIFE... 



Wt WASN'T UNTIL HE WAS SO ARTFULLY D0OWN6 THE EHRA6ED BULL 
mTHUT TOMAS BECAME AWARE OF THE HORROR THAT THIS BEAST COVU 
VERY EASILY DISFIGURE HIM- AND MAKE HIM USLV ONCE A6AIN... 
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THE THING 

^AR HAD CONTROL OF TOMAS 8Y NOHAHDTRYAS HE £knO THE MORE TOMAS BACKED AND COWERED, THE MORE 

"WOULD, HE COULD NOT THRUST HIS BLADE INTO THE ^FEROCIOUS THE BULL BECAME—UNTIL EVEN TOMAS 

CHARGING ANIMAL— INSTEAD HE SAVE GROUND UNTIL ■SENSED THE BULL WAS TO BE THE VICTOR— AND IT FRIGHT 
THE BULL WAS ACTUALLY THE ONE AFTER THE KILL... ENED HIM AS NEVER BEFORE... 




^THE 



THEN HE FORGOT ABOUT THE BULL.. AS HE FELT 
t SUOOEH PULUH6 AND TWISTIN6 OFHIf FACIAL 
MUSCLES— AND REALIZED THE EMOTIONAL SHOCKOF 
FACING MUTILATION WAS CUAN6IN6 HIS FACE BACK 
TO ITS ORIGINAL SHAPE-- 



fj£* 



OMAS COVERED HIS FACE WITH HIS HANDS SO THATHISl 
BELOVED INEZ WOULD NOT SEE WHAT HE HAD BECOME. I 
AN INSTANT LATER THE CROWD GASPED TO IT* 
FEET AS THE CHARGING BULL AND BLIND MATADOEMEV 




THEY HAD TO CARRY THE HYSTERICAL INEZ FROM 
THE ARENA.. WHERE SHE COLLAPSED... FORTOMAS 
WAS NOT QUICK ENOUGH TO HIDE WHAT HAD HAPPEN- 
ED FROM HER— AND TOMAS... ? 




NO, 5ENOJW...HE DID NOT GO 
BUND... I THINK IT WA« HW WMH 
THAT HE BE PEAO... LOOK WHEN 
1 TURN HI N\ OVER/ 
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THE WITCH'S HOUSE 



Henry Berlin was not the type of man to 
know ' fear. He stood well over six feet in 
height. He was deep-chested and lean-loined, 
splendidly muscled, with' *a pah* of "brown eyes 
that always looked right at the person 'to whom 
he was speaking. And he had. built roads from 
the Yukon to the Amazon. "Don't give me that 
kind of nonsense," he shouted as He pounded 
his heavy fist on the table in' the construction 
shack. "This is the twentieth century and witches 
just don't exist. The county has given me the 
right to build either on the right or left side of 
Barrow's Creek. I don't give a hoot who Sara 
Morgan was! You tell your gang they can start 
ripping down that stone house tomorrow morn- 

The man who listened to these words was 
a bald-headed, stockily-built man in his early 
fifties. Louis Glasgow had been born and raised 
in the county. He" made no effort to leave the 
shack and Henry Berlin sensed something was 
wrong. "Now don't tell me that your crew are 
afraid of a witch who couldn't even save her- 
self. Just see that my orders are followed out." 

One hated to differ with a man who had' the 
reputation of building any kind of road in any 
kind of place. But Louis Glasgow felt it only 
fair to warn an outsider about the situation. 
: This is ho joking matter, Mr. Berlin," he be- 
gan, "and when you've spent your life in this 
community you see and understand things that 
maybe don't make sense outside. Sara Morgan 
was a real witch. They stoned her to death back 
in 1823 and she said she would never die be- 
cause she could always use another body. And 
if you try anything with' her house there's a curse 
of death on it. Take a tip from me, you can run 
that section of the road through the left side of 
the Creek" « 

."Where's that engineer of mine?" demanded! 
Berlin in neither soft nor uncertain words. 
"We'll See what' she has to say about this 
stupidity." The door to the shack was opened 
and on the threshhold stood a young miss of not 
more than twenty-one or two, wearing a long 
pair of jeans and a checkered sport shirt. Her 
golden hair was cut short. Elsie Cabot was the 
.youngest female engineer in the state and proud 
of it. "Want me, Mr. Berlin?" she softly said, 
"Something worrying yottf" 



"Will you tell this fool of a road boss that 
witches just don't exist? You're a college gradu- 
ate and know all about this , belonging to the 
imagination of .frightened people. ' Elsie 
shrugged her shoulders. "How can I tell a. man 
who is or who isn't a witch; what or what not to 
believe? You don't believe a witch exists. Louis . 
Glasgow does. That's all!" And before Berlin 
could reply, Elsie left the shack. * 

When a man is determined to do something, 
it's going to be done, especially when he has 
built his life and reputation on that fact. So 
Henry Berlin went over to* the small bunkhouse 
where he kept his special crew of trouble shoot- 
ers, the boys who always went with him on every . 
job. Lloyd Ellman was sitting on his bunk when 
his boss came in. "Get a* heavy. hammer and 
come with me. Got a job for you to do in a 
hurry." Lloyd got off the bunk and picked up 
a heavy demolition hammer that was in the 
corner of the room. The two men wenj outside 
and climbed into a jeep. Twenty minutes later 
they stopped before an old iron rusty gate which 
surrounded the place that once housed Sara 
Morgan. There was a small metal plaque whicn 
read, "Leave ..this house in peace, or your 
troubles will ne'er cease." Henry Berlin read the 
words aloud. Then he noticed Lloyd was staring 
at a large black cat about twenty feet from the 
gate. Berlin picked up a heavy stone and threw 
it at the animal. It hit one of the cat's paws 
and the animal ran away. "Open or smash this 
gate," ordered Berlin, "but let's get started 'at 
once." 

Lloyd had a better idea. "This old rusty chain 
is just strung around the gate. I'll lift it up and 
remove it." As he started to move the chain, he 
shrieked in pain. "Ooooooch! Bit of metal must 
have gotten into my finger!" Like a child, he* 
jut the finger into his mouth. Annoyed, Berlin 
ifter the hammer and brought it down with all 
his force on the metal gate. A metal spike tore 
loose^ana gashed the side of his face. 

Dr. Edmond Carley had finished bandaging the 
wound. ''If no infection sets in, you can consider 
yourself lucky. You almost lost your left eye." 
Watching the entire scene as a disinterested 
spectator was Elsie Cabot. There Was a band-aid 
on her left arm. As Dr. Carley was about to 
leave he noticed her arm. "Want me tq look a|- 
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it, Miss Cabot?" In return he received a slight 
smile with a negative nodi>f the head. , 

There was no sleep that night for Henry 
Berlin, even though the pain had subsided. He 
was sitting in a chair in his private little house 
when there was a knock on the door. "Who's 
there?" he demanded. "It's me — Lou Glasgow." 
Berlin turned the latch bolt and looked into the 
eyes of a frightened man. "Lloyd's arm has 
swollen to almost triple, size. The phone doesn't 
work and I sent one "'of the boys., for Doc 
Carley." And then Berlin remembered some- 
" thing. This time he had slipped up. Lloyd hadn't 
even told the doctor about that piece of metal 
in his hand. What if tetanus set in? 

When Dr. Carley arrived, Lloyd Ellman was a 
corpse. "I'll have to make an autopsy in the 
morning," advised the physician. *This just 
doesn't make sense. In that short space of time, 
, tetanus can't be so deadly. Some kind of poison 
must have gotten into his system." 

Berlin and Glasgow went to the car with the 
doctor and then they, saw it — the black cat! 
Glasgow was a ghastly white as he stared at 
the animal. "All this because you won't let that 
witch house alone," he chided his boss. "There's 
Sara right now. Give you a last warning. Lucky 
you didn't lose an eye or get killed. Forget about 
that house, please Mr. Berlin, if you want to ' 
live."/ 

The only answer that Berlin gave was to go 
automatically to his hip pocket, but the gun 
wasn't there. It was back in his shack. He knew 
now he would have to carry the gun and Tdll 
that cat, or else ... 

In the morning there was an ugly undertone 
. among the men. Louis Glasgow reported that the 
crew refused to work on the section of the road 
which included demolishing the witch's house. 
Elsie Cabot had very little to say. 'You don't 
want any advice, Mr. Berlin. You're the type of 
man who is going to d» what ;he wants to, 
even if he loses his life in the bargain!" 

Henry Berlin was about to say,. "You're darn 
right," but he stopped the words before they 
passed his lips. Irftead he went and got his gun. 
Then he shoved four sticks of dynamite in his 
coat pocket with some fuses. He headed for the 
shack where two of his .remaining trouble shoot- 



ers were talking about recent events. Jim Tighc 
and Frank Delaney listened to their boss. "Get 
into the jeep and we'll drive right up to that 
witch's house... I'm going to blast thtt place into 
eternity." 

Jim was at the wheel of the jeep when they 
spotted the black cat. He jammed on the brakes. 
The car hit a stone and went over on its side. 
Frank Delaney and his boss jumped dear of the 
car but Jim was pinned in it. When they got 
him out, he was dead with a crushed chest. The 
cat watched the entire scene as though she knew 
exactly what had hap/fcned. Berlin went for the 
gun in his pocket. The first shot missed. His - 
second creased the cat in the neck and drew 
blood. The animal ran right between his legs 
and upset him. As he fell his finger pulled on 
the trigger, sending a bullet right into Delaney 's 
brain. 

; The man who had built the Berlin Construc- 
tion Company from a small outfit to one of 
many millions was no longer a rational creature. 
He tied the four sticks of dynamite, inserted a 
fuse, and with his cigarette lighter, touched the 
end of the fus£ Then he threw them at the 
building and ran. He waited for the explosion 
but nothing happened. He watched the second 
.hand on his wrist watch until he knew it was 
safe to pick up the sticks of dynamite that had 
lodged in the iron gate. He walked about a 
hundred yards .from the place and placed his 
hand in his pocket for another fuse where there 
was a terrible explosion. Only a watchful cat 
could have told the sheriff what had happened. 

The road was finally finished with Elsie Cabot 
in charge and they used the alternate section, 
leaving the witch's house untouched. A sorrow- 
ful state legislature passed a bill calling the road 
"Berlin's Highway." On the day they opened 
that section, , Louis Glasgow remarked to Elsie 
Cabot, "taking a lone time for that wound on 
your neck to heal. Glad you weren't hurt badly. 
Better be careful when you wear those high-heel 
shoes. Say, I wonder if Berlin ever knew you 
are the only. remaining blood relative"" of Sara 
Morgan." To which Elsie merely replied, "some- 
times I think you talk a bit too much for your 
own good." 

~ —THE END- 
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THE THI 




Wei, THIS IS THE EARTH YOU SEE- FOR WHILE THE CREATURE 
m HASK€MAINeDIM>&30NeO INTHE STEEL BULKOFA CAPTVREP 
RUSSIAN TANK, A STRANGE. CALAMITY HAS RUN RAMPANT 
ACROSS THE FACE OF TUB EARTH... 



0ISTOBT1N6 EVERY CORNER OF WE GLOBE WITH 
UGLY 6R0WTUS...MAHY PEOPLE ARE HOMELESS, NOW— 
ANO MOST EVERY PERSON, THE VICTIM OF OPEN SORES 
AND CANCER-LIKE IRRITATIONS.... 




Jt 



THE THING 



the capitol of every natiohthe wise anotw 
'great men arenudolep in conference to dis- 
cuss the causeofthe weird catastrophe- but 
au their knowledge is unable to combat the con 
stmt spread of the growths... 



En WASHINGTON, THE PRESIDENT BROADCAST* TO THE 
PEOPLE OFAMEeiCA EVERT M0RHIN6— URGING THEM HOT TO ' 
SUCCUMB TO PANIC.-. ASSURING THEM THE GROWTHS WILL BVEH* 
TUAUy BE CONTROLLED- BUT PANIC* AND RIOTS OCCURPAIIVU 



jShoiHTUE PENTAGON BUIIDJN6-. LISTEN.' 
^LAU6UTERTHEARIT? CNLV OCCASIONALLY 
DOES ONE HSAH A MAN LAUGH- AND EVEN 
THEH IT* A FRIGHTENING SOUND.. FOR 
LAUGHTER OF LATE ONLY COMES FROM 
A MIND THAT HAS CRACKED WITH THE - 
STRAIN.. ONLY THE INSANE L DUG U! LISTEN.' 






jto. WE MAJOR WASNT INSANE, MEREIV AMUSED, 
Wm SAID- them he stamped his foot, the 

TREMBLING TANK SEEMED TO FALL APART, AND IN 
ITS PLACE— 



THE THING 




WHILE THE CREATURE LUMBERS SLOWLY THROUGH 
THE HORRIBLE BACK STREETS OF WASHINGTON, 
THE ARM ORDERS EVERY AVAILABLE SOLOIERTO 

HUNT THE MASSIVE, UNKNOWN THIN6! 



'UT THE CREATURE POESNT KNOW IT IS BEIN6 STALKED.- 





«, THE THING 

0HE CREATURE FINDS ITSELF SURPRESSED-.HEAMV^SLOW- 
EVEN CLUMSY. BUT IT SENSES THE MIND OF THE TWO SOLOIEES- 
THAT THEY MEAN HIM HARM, AND STAGGERING. IT CHAR6ES 
THE JEEP- 



EVEN AS THE CREATURE TURNS, PLODS 
AWAV FROM THE SCENE — STILL DAZED BVA 
HEAVY PRESSURE UPON ITS BODY— PLANS APE 

PUT INTO EFFECT THAT WOULD TEND TO PUT THIS 

FREAK IN CHAINS... 




LADIE5AUP GENTLEMENTHI* 1* TRUE REARSON REPORTING? 
' t HAVE A REQUEST PROM THR ARMV, ASKING EVERY 
CITIZEN TO BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR A HUGE ANIMAL 
I RESEMBLING A SEAR.-WHICH IS LOOSE IN THE CAPITAL. 
[IF VOU SEE SUCH A CREATURE, REPORT TO TUB 
v ARMV .MMED1ATELY — 



QjATER INTHEDAV, SEVERAL VELLOW JOURNAL* 
PLAVEO UP THE STORY AND CONCOCTED A WEIRD 
THEORY, ENDORSED BVA CRACK SCIENTIST... 
THE HUNT OF THE CREATURE WAS THE BI66E3T 
SEARCH OUR NATI ON HAD EVER KNOWN— 

^XW.'wE.RD 

CREATURE THE | 

.CAUSE OF GR0WTH5.' 
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WES, MAN HAD TRIED TO MAKE A SCAPEGOAT OF THE 
^CREATURE... THEPUBUC, SEEKING TO BE RIO OF THE CURSE 
OF THE HORRIBLE GROWTHS, QUICKLY BELIEVED THE MAD 
TALE-. AND EVERV MAN, WOMAN AND CHILD RUSHED INTO 
THE HILLS... THE WILD HUNT WAS OKI ... 



&REN2IEDM0BS, HYSTERICAL WITH EMOTION... 

w SCREAMING, CURSING-PUSHING MOBS COMBED 
THE ENTIRE NATION.. FINALLY TOWARD DUSK, THE 
DAZED CREATURE WAS FOUND IN A DARK CAVE... 




S&hot* were neeo at rue 
WsTAimao creature. Tuev 

MISSED, BUT SO ENRA6KD WASTHE 
FORMLESS MDif AT THE ASSAULT, 
THAT IT FORCBD ITS STRENGTH 
AHPGREWjtND DELIBERATELY 
CRACKEO THE HILL WIDE OPEN— 



THE THING 

Showering the /voBwnn fall- 

&ING STONES AND BOULDERS 
UNTIL THEVALL SCATTERED IN 
PANIC— 





rflE CREATURE FLED,TZ>0.. BUT HIS 
HUGE SIZE GAVE HIM AWAVAND THERE 
WERE MOBS OFPeOPLE CHASIN6 IT— 
THAT If, UNTIL IT RUSHED INTO A FOR- 
EST OF GISANTIC GROWTHS — THEN 
THE CHASING STOPPED, FOR NO MAN 
WOULD ENTER ANY THICKET OF TUE 
STRANGE PLANTS— 



(AhOHSM, THECREATURE SOUGHT TO | MAN WHO WAS NOT STARTLED 

*~LOS* ITS SICKNESS,. TO RE6AIN I TS •W WHEN HE SA W THIS SLIMEV FORM 
tWT— HOWEVER, THEREiTDIO NO 6000. OF TUE CREATURE- A WISE 
INSTEAD. THE CREATURE ONLY CAMS MAN WHOSE THOUGHTS THECPEA- 
UPON A LONE MAN— STUDYING THE TURF IMMEOIATLY SENSED- 
-THICKET OF GROWTHS- B| 






-. .. . 



w? creature'* eyes followed 
the stare of ort. zupa to a 

BRIGHT TWINKLING IN THE 
HEAVENS. IT SENSED THIS WAS 
TU* REASON IT COULD NOT 
FEEL FREE OF THE HEAVY 
PRESSURE— 



m THE THING 

tkND BEFORE DR-ZUPAS AMAZED 
EYES, THE MASSIVE CREATURE 
CNAN6ED INTO A WISP OF THIN 
AIR- TO 00 BATTLB WITH THIS 
EVIL POWER— 



tflSING INTO THE NBA VENf UNTIL THE 
^" EARTH WAS BUT A SPOT BELOW-- 




&UT IT DIP NOT LAND ON THE (&REATURE BECAME ENRA6ED AND KOR THREE DAYS AND NIGHTS THE 

Foreign planet- for, as it ^changed from a wisp of air into m creature hurled electric bolts 

APPROACHED, SO GREATLY HAD A HUGE CLOUD FORMATION THAT DOWN UPON THE SMALL PLANET FROM 
THE" POWER 'or rue GLOBE COMPLETELY SURROUNDED THE EVERY DIRECTION.. BURNING ITTOA 

INCREASED- THAT THE... SMALL PLANET... CRURAS IT FELT THIS TERRlBLE'POVItff 

DECREASE ITS HOLD — 




#Ae finally the power of the globe 
*^nas no more- the huge dark 
cinder crumbled to dust and scat- 
tered through the heavens— the 
creature pelt free and power- 
ful again? 



_ THE THING 

MND THE DARK CLOUDS WERE NO MORE, FOR 
THE GREAT, BLACK, THUNDERING MAffE* 

swirleo in me skies until they chanoeo 

INTO A WISP OP AIR ONCE AGAIN— A* 
THE CREATURE STARTED BACK FOB 
EARTH... . I 



MuT THE JOY OF THE 
^CREATURE WAS OVER" 
ABUNDANT—FDR AS /T 
DESCENDED THE STRATO- 
SPHERE—ENJOYING ITS 
UNINHIBITED STRENGTH. 




«./T INAOVBRTEHTM CROSSED THE PATH OF A BLAZING 
METEOR,. A MOLTEN MASS OF IRON AND STEEL THAT 
SEEMED TO SCOOP THE CREATURE UR AND— 



0IN IT BENEATH SEARIN6. SPLASHING ORE, AS 

THY METEOR SLAMMED AGAINST THE WORLD AND 
BURROWED DEEP BENEATH itS SURFACE... 




tf7e<i aurPBGAlNTUe CREATURE WAS TUBE CAPTURED M%ND ON EARTH, NO ONE HAD TIME TO NOTICE THE 
t^S^EL^TEELF^^PA^lfsUBEPTyFRO^ ^STRIKING METEOR «fe Wff BARTHVM £***# 
THE TANK WAS SHORT- LIMED— WHOLE AGAIN- THE GROWTHS HAD MYSTERIOUSLY 

DISAPPEARED^. CONDITIONS WERE BACK TO NORMAL- 
PEOPLE WERE HAPPY— THEY FORGOT ALL ABOUT 
THE CREATURE THEY COULD NEVER FIND ANYMORE— , 
OR THAT IT ACTUALLY EVER EXISTED- 






THE THING 



VAyKjulf 




je 




&OU ARE ABOUT TO READ A STOW 
THE SPORVN6 WORLPHASOtNIBD 

is thus. Because, in some places 

ITCH/UBN6BS THE INTELU6ENCE 

of man... ver, there were . 

THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE WHO SAW 
THIS THINS HAPPEN... WHO SAT 
HOeHIP/eO, AND AFTERWARDS 
THOUGHT A GREAT HOAX WAS 
PLAYED UPON THEM AND DE- 
NOUNCED THE EPISODE AS 
A PAKE/ 



m£t BEGAN ON A COLD DISMAL NI6HT IN WINTER.~ WHEN 
^SNOW COMPLETELY BLANKETED THE CITY OF CHICAGO 
AND THE FROST CAKED OK WINDOW PANES UNTIL VISION WAS 
IMPOSSIBLE.- A SOLITARY FIGURE FOUONT THE COLO TO 
STUMBLE TO AH OBSCURE, BASEMENT DOOR— WHERE 

COLD, NUMB HANDS POUNDED ON THE OAK WOOD. 



TPhE DOOR CREAKED OPEN... LETTING IN THE SCURRY- 

V ING, BLINDING SNOW AND THE BITING WINTRY WIND AS 

A SMALL MAN INSIDE RESPONDS TOTHE POUNOING... 





&HEY0UN6 MAN HUDDLED ClOSE TO THE HEAT OF 

*7UE BURNING FLAME f WHILE THE ELDER BROUGHT 

WARM COFFEE... AND THAT FIRST NIGHT, IT SEEMED 

DESTINED THAT THESE TWO MEN WOULD BECOME 

THE CLOSEST OF FRIENDS.. 



THE THING 



L+UT THE COLD, ICY PAYS THAT FOLLOWED SOON PROVEO 

mm 



'otherwise., for thev lived for different goals... 





Ms THE TWO MEN WORKED SIDE BY SIDE IN THE DAMP. 

B*BASEMENT LABORATORY, OR. LAZARUS NOTED HIS 

ASSISTANT'S PECULIAR TENDACIES MOUNt- 



j AnD MOUNT.- AND MOUNT f ^ 



VA KKOW, VA WOULDN'T BE 50 BAP 
AT AIL, OOC, IF YAP TAKE A BODY 
BUILOIMS COURSE .' UNOER ALL TWK 
FLAB, I BET YA GOT A PRETTY 
6OO0 PHYSIQUE.. FOR A SHRIMP." 




JalT THE ENO OF THE FIRST MONTH, THE FANTASTIC STORY 
VOOES, OR. LAZARUS SO DESPISED THE ECCENTRIC TACTICS 
OF HIS ASSISTANT, THAT HE WOULD OFTEN GLARE AT THE 
YOUNGER MAN AND WISH HE HAD THE STRENGTH TO TEACH 
HIS ASSISTANT A MUCH DESERVED LESSON... 



M}uT BEING A MAN OF SLIGHT BUILD, IT WAS USELFff 
"TO EVEN CONSIDER THE IDEA.- THAT IS UNTIL IATS 
ONE NIGHT. — 





THE THING 

AS LA7ARUS WAS HORRIFIED TO FIND A SIMPLE ffibo STUPEFIED TO MOVE, TUE DOCTOR GAZED AT THE 

w ACCIDENT RESULTED IN A FRI6HTENIN6 PHENOM- Wm CALAMITY HE ONCE CALLED HIS HAND... AND THEN, 



ENAL EXPERIENCE. 



JUiTAi SUDDENLY... 




(When his assistant finally left, oh laxaois 

m *Xmi*Na> TO HIS SOLUTION, WHICH HE HAD 
HIDDEN FROM THE PRYING EYES OF HIS ASSIST- 
ANT, AND COMPLETELY SATURATED HIS SCRAWNY 
LITTLE BODY WITH THE LIQUID... 



fpHF EFFECT WAS ALMOST IMMEDIATE:. OR. LAZARUS 
//FELT HIMSELP GROWING BIESBR AND BI6SEP... WHAT 
THE DOCTOR OVERLOOKED, HOWEVER, WAS THAT THE 
SHIFTLESS ALEX WOULD RETURN ON A PRETENSE... 




UlS BREATH AHD STRENSTH SUDDENLY LEAVING 
WW him at the sight of the grotesque form 

WITH IU THE LABORATORY, YOUNG ALEX SLAMMED 
THE OAK POOR AND STUMBLED OFF INTO THE 
SNOW FOR HELR. 



THE THING 



JfE BROUGHT THE POLICE WITH HIM WHEN HE RETURNEOl. 
%0/8uT FROM THE START THEY DOUBTED THE CREDIBILITY 
OF ALEX* EXCITED EXPLANATION OF A 6IAHT FORM... AMD WHEN. 




ffHE POLICE LEFT DR. LAZARUS AND ALEX TO 

•" 'fiRGUE OVER WHAT ALEX SAW Oft DIDN'T SEE-. 

THERE WERE INSULTS AND JEERS.- BUT WON 

THE MATTER BECAME TOO ABSURD TO MERIT 

DISCUSSION AND WAS FOROOTTEN-. 



OTTEN, THAT IS, UNTIL ALEX REGAINED HIS EGOTISTICAL 
' CONFIDENCE AND ONCE AGAIN BEGAN TO THROW HIS 
WEIGHT AROUND THE LAB IN THE SAME OLD WAV*. 




VThGDS DONT STOP A MAN MEN HEX STRONGER 
^"Than you are, and dr. lazarus soon found 

IT WAS USELESS TO PROTEST ALEX'S PUSHING AROUND, 



THE THING 



ffHBOim THE REST OF THAT WINTER, HEMMED IN THE DAMP 
^LABORATORY BY IMPORTANT PESEARQI AND BY THE BLIZZARDS 
THAT FROZE THE CITY, OR. LAZARUS WAS THE BUTT OF ALL 
OF ALEX'S PSYCHOPATHIC NUMOR~- 




..^NO THEN THE ICE TURNED TO SLUSH AND FINALLY 
VfATNO MORE,AN0 GRAii BE6AN TO GROW ...IT WAi 
SPRINC.AHD, IN THe SPRING, DR. LAZARUS* CHANCE 
FINALLY CAMS... 



I *URB, BUT FJIWTI SOTTA 
I PRACTICE. 0OC.-160T A 

, V WRESTLIN 1 MATCH «T THE 
I GARDEN WVATHE CHAMP 

W~VNEXT WEEK/ 




I WOULDN'T WM THAT MATCH FOR 
ANYTHING IN THE WORLD, ALEX.' ALL 
WINTER LONG I'VE BEEN WAITIN6 
FOR -SOMEONE TO COME ALONG 
AND CUT YOU DOWN TO StZE.' It>, 
LIKE TO «E YOU BEAT TO A 
PULP.' 




| WEEK LATER, ALEX NAD LEFT THE LAB FOR THE 

WRESTLING EVENT-. AND DR. LAZARUS PREPARED FOR 
HIS OWN PERSONAL VENGEANCE ASAINST THE BULLY... 




_, tin his haste toBEAtthe wrestlinc match in 
„ time for alex, dr, lazarus overlooked a harm- 
less white rat who escaped from his cage... 



THE THING 




P. LAZARUS HURRIEDLY LOCKED THE LABORATORY 
uOOR. FOR VME WAS PRECIOUS NOW, AHO SPED TO 
THE GARDEN- BARELY SECtlRttE ENTRANCE TO THE 
ARENA BEFORE ALEX'S MATCH STARTED. 



J»[ SINISTER, WRY SMILE CRtSSED THE FRAIL OR.lMARUf 
^ACE AS HE WATCHED THE BOUT...KN0WIH6 AIL ALOHS 
THAT ALEX WOULD WIN, FAIR OR FOUL... THE OOCTOR 
FIN6EREO HIS PRECIOUS BOTTLE. ..SOON NOW, SOON... 




& 



, WAS OVER ALMOST BEFORE IT STARTED^. 
, Alt* PINNED THE CHAMP'S SHOULDERS 
AND PRONOUNCED THE WINNER... 



PHe STRUTTED ABOUT THe RING, AS IS A WRESTLER* FAiHIOH 

InjANO RECEIVEO THE BOOS—THE CHEERS AND JEERf THE 

W WRESTUN6 CROWD AWARDS TO A WINNER... THEN HE SPOKE- 




- THE THING 

Mr. lazarus made his infamous moye.-.a meek, 
^punyuttie man who steppeoupfrom the 

spectatort ano calmly announced ne would 

Accept rue champion f challenge... 



NKVERTHEL65J, I SHALL 
ALEX...JIKTA5 500N 
A* I CMftNOE M.V 
CLOTHING... 



THEN COMe TO MDb* OWN 
FUNERAL, POC. I'VE BEEN 
ITcMIN' FOR MONTH* TO 
BUST VA INTO A THOU4AN0 
LITTLE PIECES/ 




f^E CROWD WAITED WHEN THEY HEARD THE NEW CHAMPION HAD 
*ACCEPTeDA CHALLENGE FROM THe MAN INTHE AUDIENCE... 
THEY SAW IT HAPPEH-..THEY SAW THESMAU, SKINNY MAN CLIMB INTO 
THE RING. ..YET. THISJHEY LATER CLAIMED WAS A GIGANTIC HOAX ' 



JltST BEFORE THE OPENING GONG, PR. LAZARUS 
^SATURATED HIMSELF WITH Kit STRAHSeyoLU. 
TION ■■ BUT, THIS, THE PUBLIC LATER CLAIMED 
THEY OtD NOT WITNESS-. YET HE 010 DO ITf 




WflE WARNING BUZZER ECHOED THROUGHOUT THE 
''GARDEN... THE BELL CLANGED... AND BOTH MEN 
CAME OUT OF THEIR CORNERS... SEARCHING FOR 
THE FIRST HOLD... 



&ND HERE THE INCREDIBLE...THE CONTROVERSIAL, EVEN1 
*T BEGAN TO OCCUR... FOR WHILE BOTH MEN TUfSLEO... 
OR. LA ZARUS GREW BIGGER. . ■ 




THE THING 



AND BIGGER! IM/T/L He 
TOWERED OVER THE FRI6MTENEO 
AND BEWILDERED ALEX*. UNTIL 
ALEX WENT DOWN BENEATH HIS 
BRUTAL BLOWS.* 




tike CROWD SAW IT HAPPEN-. THEY SAW 
*THE GROWING MAN. THEVSAWHIM 
SHRINK BACK TO SIZE, TOO... AND, SPELL- 
BOUND, THEY SAW THE LITTLE MAN LEAVE 
THS. ARENA... THEN THEY SEEMED TO 
COME TO THEIR SENSES AND CRIED 
X FAK£J/'— IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE f 




tTW* VERY PAV, THE 
EKT 1$ 4TIU REGARDS? 

M a hoax... you see, 

THE SPORTING WORLP 

CONTEND* IT WOULD 
HEAR MORE ABOUT THIS 

<TRANCE POWERPUL, 
UTN.E MAN IP TUB 

INCIDENT WERE TRUE- 
BUT LET U« GO BACK 

TO THE ■STORY AS IT 

DID HAPPEN AND 

EXPLAIN... 



.-..#?- LAZARUS LEFT THE GARDEN, FEELING GREATLY EXHILARATED AT HIS ACCOM- 
PLISHMENT.* FOR THE FIRST TIME, HE HAD FELT THE POWER OF STRENGTH, AND 

HE LIKED IT f ' 




?. LAZARUS SLIPPED BACK INTO 
•IIS DARKENED SUNKEN LABO- 
RATORY AND WENT TO WHERE HE 
HAD LeFT THE REMAINDER OF 
HIS SOLUTION... BUT... 



S&N THE MURKY DARKNESS... FATE HfiP 

^4 SURPRISE WATTING A HUGE 

HUNGRY WHITE RAT... . 





~xSmM6Wncndkf 



DAY IN COMMANCHE, OKLA. RECENTLY, THERE WAS 
• AUTO ACCIDENT- ONE OP THE CASUALTIES 
H A SERIOUS CONDITION. BtiiNG PREPARED 
N IMPUTATION- WHEN SUDDENLY A STATE. 
»£/? RUSH U ' o IN WITH A SIX -INCH RIECEOP 
FRAGMENT WHICH HP FOUND SOMILES AWRY. 
■ IN TIME 
WE THE 
ENTSLEC' 






I- ■'; 
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- . HKE ARE BUT TWO OF MANY WEIRD HISTORIES 
! "THAT VOU CAN FIND IN THE PAGE* OF YOUR EVENING 
J NEWSPAPER—TRUE EXPERIENCED THAT ARE SENSATION- 1 
m\. AND H0RRIFYIN6 AS ANY WHRP TALE THAT COME* POWN 
I TKROUOHTHE YEARS- YES... WHEN NEXT YOU HEAR OF 
A GHOUL , OR WEIRP -STORY, DONT BE SO QUICK 
TO DISBELIEVE IT.... .WOWWI WWMfe 
ABLE GORE MAY BE R6PORTEO AS TRUTH 
IN TOMORROW'S NEWSPAPERS f 
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IT'S EASY TO 
HYPNOTIZE... 

Want the thrill of Imposing your will over 
someone? Of making someone do exactly 
what you order? Try hypnotism! This amaz- 
ing technique gives full personal satisfaction. 
You'll And It entertaining and gratifying. 

The Master KEY TO HYPNOTISM shows 
all you need to know. It Is put so simply, any- 
one can follow It. And there are 24 revealing 
photographs for your guidance. 

SEND NO MONEY 

FREE ten days" examination of this system Is 
offered to you If you send the coupon today. 
We will ship you our copy by return mall, in 
plain wrapper. If not delighted with results, 
return It In 10 days and your money will be 
refunded. Stravon Publishers. Dept. HT3, 
113 West 57th Street. New York 19. N. Y. 
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Mail Coupon Today 



STMAVON PUtLltHCaS. D«. KTJ 

III WM i»h St.. N. V. II. M. V 

Send MASTER KKY TO HYPNOTISM in plain 

•rapper. 

D S«nd C O.D I «rUl paj PMUBM ll-M Hue 



■ enclose II H Send poatpald 

mi delifhied. I aaay return limit d»ra and 
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